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A Study on the Appeal and Sense of Accomplishment
Kindergartners Feel when Playing on Monkey Bars

KOBAYASHI Sayoko (V' and IKUTA Rina @

This study reports on a preliminary and main research project examining the attraction of monkey bars from kindergart-
ners' points of view. In the preliminary research, we observed 4- and 5-year-olds playing on monkey bars during their
free time and recorded the ways they played and the words they used. In the main research, we investigated the recognition
of 5-year-olds concerning the play with monkey bars by the semi-structured interviews and analyzed their speeches using
the KJ method. As a result, we noted the following three points to be the appeal of monkey bars. The first is that, although
there are differences in the ways 4- and 5-year-olds use monkey bars, they share the same desire to play on them and joy
of accomplishment as well. The second is that monkey bars are popular with kindergartners because of their sense of
comfort and accomplishment when playing on them. The third is that monkey bars are a form of amusement that help
kindergartners to develop a challenging spirit. In light of these appealing points, we examine monkey bars’ incorporation
of both performance and learning goals and conclude that these are among the reasons why monkey bars is not be
removed from kindergarten playgrounds.

Keywords : kindergartners, appeal and the sense of accomplishment related to monkey bars
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