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Tracing the Roots of Micronesian Art through the Work of
Picture Book Illustrator Hiroshi Gima:
Exploring the Clues Hidden in His Life Story

SAIKI Kimiko @

Printmaker and picture book illustrator Hiroshi Gima (1923-2017) passed away in April this year at the age of 94. With
a career spanning more than 40 years, Gima was a leading figure in the world of children’s literature in Okinawa, having
produced a large number of picture books with Okinawan themes over these four decades. However, aspects of Gima's life
before he became a picture book illustrator, such as his upbringing and career, the people who influenced him, the pieces
he produced, and his work as an artist during this time, had previously only been explored in fragments. In particular, the
time he spent in Micronesia in his youth would most likely have influenced the themes of his pieces and his life as an artist,
but very little is known about this period of his past.

This report primarily examines the first half of Gima’s life before he became an artist, filling in the blanks and uncovering
the meaning his experiences during this time held for him. Further, it also discusses how the Micronesia region affected
Gima's way of thinking as an artist, and the influence his “southern orientation” had on his work illustrating children’s
books.

Keywords : Hiroshi Gima, Hisakatsu Hijikata, Sasuke Sugiura, Micronesian Art , Picture Book
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