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Current Status of and Challenges Facing the Development of Practical Musical Abilities
in Preschool or Kindergarten and Elementary School Teacher Training Courses

UENO Akiko ), KANKO Maya V), SABURI Sayoko !, TAKAHASHI Motoko (¥,
NAGAI Masuko (', and KOYAMA Noriko )

The objective of this research is to clarify the practical musical abilities that should be developed in preschool or kinder-
garten and elementary school teacher training courses. As a research method, a questionnaire was administered to clarify
the type of songs that are currently being sung in singing activities and the kind of accompaniments being provided in
preschools and kindergartens. A survey on practical musical tasks on selection tests, assumed to reflect the musical
abilities required of preschool instructors and kindergarten teachers by regional governments and the curricula of practi-
cal music courses at other four-year public universities, was also conducted. In addition to studying the practical musical
abilities that should be developed in elementary school teacher training courses, a questionnaire to teachers at public
elementary schools and a survey of the contents of training course curricula and selection tests were administered. This
research will contribute to providing findings to aid in the effective improvement of practical music courses in preschool
or kindergarten and elementary school teacher training courses.

Keywords : teacher training course, practical musical abilities, curricula, questionnaire
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