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A Basic Study on “Appreciation Education” in Music:
“Appreciation” in the Course of Study

KOYAMA Noriko @

In essence, the act of listening to music is purely subjective. However, in music education, the aim has been to have
groups of students listen to the same music and deepen their understanding of music. However, is this kind of “appreciation
education” really cultivating “the ability to listen to music?” In this study, [ started by surveying the first draft of the course
of study to elementary school from 1947 to the ninth edition of the course of study, which was revised in 2017, clarifying
how “appreciation education” in the subject of music has been handled so far. In the course of study, “appreciation” has
consistently been included in the subject of music. Starting with the second edition in 1951, appreciation activities have
focused on a range of musical elements. However, we must ask whether connecting sensory impressions to pre-selected
elements and expressing these impressions in words, as is currently done in appreciation education in music, can help
cultivate the ability to listen to music.

Keywords : music education, appreciation, the course of study, listening to music

(W Department of Childhood Education, Faculty of Education, Fukuyama City University

66



