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The Development of Practical Knowledge in Novice (Third—Year) Teachers:
A Case Study on Graduates of the Faculty of Education, Fukuyama City University

FUJIWARA Akira®

This study explores the novice teachers’ growth through their experiences of third-years teaching, in terms of the
development of practical knowledge. The participants of this study were four elementary and special needs school
teachers, who had completed the teacher training course at the Faculty of Education, Fukuyama City University. Narrative
data was collected by conducting group interviews with the participants; based on the interpretation of the data, the cases
that represented the participants’ practical knowledge were developed and examined. The findings are summarized as
follows: (i) in two of the four novice teachers, the development of practical knowledge is characterized by the mode of
generation that the new aspect of practical knowledge is derived from its existing aspect and both are related closely; and
(ii) the perspective that practical knowledge is generated derivatively provides a significant framework to explain the factor
of how the practical knowledge of novice teachers is developed.

Keywords : novice (third-year) teachers, practical knowledge, narrative approach, group interview, case study
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