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Research into the Current Status and Future Tasks of Teacher Training Conducted
in Certified Centers for Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC)

KOBAYASHI Sayoko (¥, TAKAHASHI Minoru ¥, UEYAMA Rutsuko )

Along with the implementation of a new child-rearing support system in 2015, the nursery school-teacher training
criteria was partially revised. As a result, certified centers for Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) are now permit-
ted to act as training facilities for nursing care and education. In this research project, we carried out a nation-wide exami-
nation of how training was conducted within ECEC centers, with the goal of clarifying the current status of teacher training
and future tasks that should be addressed. We requested the cooperation of 250 universities and junior colleges, which are
member schools of the National Childcare Worker Education Council, and conducted a survey by administering question-
naires. We distributed and collected the questionnaires via mail in November, 2017. Results showed that some vocational
schools had training implementation plans, while others followed the implementation plans of training institutions. With
respect to future tasks, we found the following: first, it is necessary to clarify the difference between nursing care training
and early childhood education training for students and training institutions; and second, the future possibility of the same
student undertaking both forms of training at the same institution should be considered.

Keywords : Certified Centers for Early Childhood Education and Care, nursery school traineeships, kindergarten teaching practice, current

status and challenges
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