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Change of Childcare Course Student’s Involvement and Understanding for
Children through Practicum Experience: Analysis by Text—mining

UEYAMA Rutsuko @

The purpose of this study was to examine how students' involvement and understanding for children are changed
through practical training. We conducted a questionnaire survey on children's responses to hypothetical cases and
their understanding of the difficulty of responding to them in pre and post guidance for practicum in kindergartens.
The results of the text-mining analysis showed that, through practical training, students came to emphasize indirect
relationships, including relationships between children, rather than individual and direct relationships between children
and teachers. In addition, the understanding of difficulty in dealing with aggressive behavior cases decreased after the
practicum. In conclusion, through practical training, the students were able to learn about children helping each other
and solving problems, and by observing the interactions of the teachers, they were able to change their perspective on
how to respond to and understand children.

Keywords : Early childhood practitioner training, practicum in kindergartens, involvement for children and understanding children
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