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[Practice Report] Initiatives in Nursery Practice I (Nursery Center)
and Nursery Practice II of the Nursery Teacher Training Program
during the COVID-19 Situation

KOBAYASHI Sayoko @ and SATO Yuko ?

Owing to the spread of the novel coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), it became difficult to implement the 2020
Nursery Center Training (Nursery Practice I [nursery center] and Nursery Practice II) during the originally planned period
at nursery centers with the same contents. Particularly, it became difficult to conduct the 2-unit, 10-day training program
at the nursery centers where it was supposed to take place. For this reason, we carried out a part of a 2-unit, 90-hour
(45 class periods) practical training at the training facilities (nursery centers) and the other part through face-to-face, in-
school, and substitute practical training. We explain how we implemented this practical training while dealing with the
changes in the situation due to the spread of COVID-19, hoping that it helps the future training of nursery teachers in
this ongoing state of emergency. The main points of innovation were as follows: 1) devising ways to avoid crowding, 2)
introducing a real-time system that connects simulated nursery practice sites and observation sites through an online
conference system, and 3) in-school practical training with the cooperation of an out-of-school guest teacher. The text
analysis of the reflections and impressions submitted after the practical training by 49 students who participated in this
study revealed that the characteristics of students’ learning were satisfied in the in-school substitute practical training.
Keywords : Nursery teacher training program, in-school substitute practical training, COVID-19 situation, Nursery Practice | (nursery center),

Nursery Practice Il
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