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“Analyzing the Art of Life” between a Case Study and Social Theories
- A Study on Work Camp and Volunteer Activity -

Ken'ichi YAMAGUCHI

This study considers two aspects of the Karakuwa Camp: the significance of analyzing the art of life through
a case study and social theories and the difference between a work camp and volunteer activities. The study applies
Anselm Strauss’ interactionism and his grounded theory approach.

The work camp observed at Karakuwa Camp is one of the volunteer activities after “the end of volunteerism”
in the mainstream Japanese civil society. However, it does not have a bureaucratic organizational structure and
the immediate “paradox of donation” that engenders criticisms of hypocrisy or complacency, but it copes with this
problem by forming interpersonal ties between work campers and local people as well as utilizing the cultural habits
of the local community.

The case study reveals that the “lives” of people are well grasped in the empirical world by focusing on
interaction and the social world; in addition, the “arts” of people are practiced through the specific connections among
social theories. Thus, a possible significance of analyzing the art of life in a case study is to practically present the
narratives of the local people’s lived experiences so that others in similar situations can understand or apply the

inherent lessons.

Keywords : volunteer activity, work camp, art of life, grounded theory approach, interactionism
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