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Habilitation and Education in Hiroshima Prefectural Wakakusaen in Response
to the Transformation of the Target Children in the 1950s and 1960s

IMANAKA Hirofumi®, YOSHII Ryo™, and AGATSUMA Akira @

This study intends to elucidate how habilitation and education in Hiroshima Prefectural Wakakusaen and its Fukuyama
Branch responded to the transformation of the target children with physical disabilities in the 1950s and 1960s. The
transformation of the target children faced by Wakakusaen resulted in a decrease in the proportion of children with
limb disabilities due to polio, osteoarticular tuberculosis, and congenital hip dislocation, among others. Another result
is an increase in the proportion of children with cerebral palsy. The habilitation and education for the transformation of
the target children, conducted with expansion of the capacity, were suggested to correspond to the foresight that “the
project for children with physical disabilities is all about cerebral palsy” and “cerebral habilitation.” It is a habilitation and
education approach for children with cerebral palsy conceived by Takagi.

Keywords : cerebral palsy, Hiroshima Prefectural Wakakusaen, Fukuyama Branch, Kenji Takagi
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