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Local development and SDGs:
— An attempt for the classification of local governments’ decision-making processes of
SDGs adoption —

Takao KAMIBEPPU

Abstract

SDGs is a United Nations’ goal (2015-2030) aiming at achieving a sustainable society leaving no one behind.
2023 is at the halfway point of the 15-year span, with another seven years remaining. In Japan, SDGs has spread
nationwide in the last seven years, but its extent differs among regions and local governments. The Japanese
government formulated the SDGs Action Plan in 2016, and has been active in encouraging local governments to adopt
SDGs along with local development. The SDGs Future City program is the government’s flagship program to facilitate
local governments to adopt SDGs.

Based on the overview of the significance and current situation of SDGs in the world and in Japan, and the
application of SDGs in local developments in Japan, this article attempts to classify the decision-making processes
of SDGs adoption based on the interviews conducted with local governments all over the country. Interview results

indicate that there are largely four categories of decision-making: Top-down, bottom-up, incident and response.
Keywords : SDGs, SDGs Future City, local development, sustainability, local governments
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