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The Development of Children’s “Subjectivity” in Preschool Education in China:
A Quantitative Text Analysis of the “Guidelines for Learning and Development
of Children Aged 3 to 6”

IMANAKA Hirofumi®, LIU Xiangying ¥, UEYAMA Rutsuko (), IKEDA Akiko®, and TAKASAWA Kenji ¥

This study aimed to clarify the characteristics of China’s “Guidelines for Learning and Development of Children Aged
3 to 6,” especially from the perspective of children’s “subjectivity,” as well as to explore the cultivation of children’s
subjectivity in preschool education in China based on these findings. The following conclusions are the results derived
from a quantitative text analysis of the “Guidelines” text: (1) Several related terms were identified, even though the
terms “subjectivity” and “subject” were not extracted, which suggests that the “Guidelines” emphasize the significance of
respecting and nurturing children’s subjectivity. (2) Hierarchical cluster analysis indicated that the “Guidelines” include
considerations essential for fostering children’s subjectivity, which serves as a practical guide for teachers and parents.

(3) The development of two aspects of children’s subjectivity was found to be addressed within the “social” and “artistic”

domains.

Keywords : preschool education, China, subjectivity, Guidelines for Learning and Development of Children Aged 3 to 6, text mining
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