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A Comparative Analysis of Arithmetic Textbooks from the Perspective of
Preschool-Elementary School Transition:
Differences in Domains, Educational Content, and Presentation Methods

OHTA Naoki®

The purpose of this study was to clarify the current state of the start curriculum and to consider the future of the start
curriculum by comparing the first-grade arithmetic textbooks in 2024 from the perspective of the connection between
preschool and elementary schools.

As a result of the comparative analysis, it became clear that in most cases, the content of the mathematics textbooks
used in the starting curriculum was limited to the area of “number and calculation”. Furthermore, in the introduction, it
was found that almost all of the math textbooks included pictures and drawings that evoked play and daily life in early
childhood, with the intention of providing a smooth connection to learning. However, the number of plays, daily life
scenes and areas described was limited by the publishers. If it is desirable to develop an image of primary school math, it
was found necessary to include units dealing with a wider variety of areas and scenes of play and daily life.

Keywords : Arithmetic Textbooks, Preschool-Elementary School Transition, Start Curriculum, Early Childhood Play
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