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A study of aging and support for Japanese Returnees from China
—A life story of transnational migration and aging—

Yukifumi MAKITA

Abstract :

Following WWII, over one million Japanese citizens repatriated from former Manchuria, the north part of China,
but tens of thousands of Japanese women and children were left scattered behind. Those Japanese civilians left behind
were abandoned war orphans and women, known as zanryu- hojin. They lost several chances to repatriate over the
years because of the post war politics between China and Japan. The normalization of diplomatic relations between
Japan and China in 1972 made it possible for Japanese nationals who were left behind in China to return home.
However, due to the Japanese Government' late repatriation policies, zanryu- hojin were unable to for several decades
This systematic delay in returning home has made the daily lives of returnees fraught with hardships.

They are now getting older, a condition that coincides the ‘cumulative disadvantages and advantages’. Therefore,
this paper reviews the historical background of the late returning zanryu -hojin. Moreover, based on the life story of an
aged Japanese repatriate whose transnational experiences and ageing were collected through participant observation

and interview. This paper examines life old age in Japan and the support needs of these people.

Keywords : Japanese citizens who left behind in China, Japanese returnees from China, ging, transnational

experience, life story
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