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The Interaction between Historical and Conceptual Approaches
—Previous Studies on the North Korean Repatriation Project and an Issue of the Scale Change—

Masanobu MATSUURA

The purpose of this paper is to compare previous research of the North Korean Repatriation Project
and to assess the significance of applying conceptual approaches to the Project. Previous studies were developed
using positivism-based history. The major findings were mainly focused on the beginning of the Project and players
themselves. Therefore, the following topics were unclarified; (1) the motivation of returnees' homecoming wishes,
(2) returnees' collective will and the process of organizing them, (3) effective information that influenced returnees’
decision-making. To examine such topics in the repatriation movements, conceptual frameworks differentiating
organizations under democracy and authoritarianism structures are required, and following approaches are chosen; (1)
"Administered Mass Organization" explains the organization of the General Association of Korean Residents in Japan
under authoritarianism because the North Korean government politically and intentionally controlled the group, and
(2) “Ethnic Lobby” explains that the Japanese Pro-North Korean Group acted as an ethnic interest group, which created

Japanese public opinion to proceed the repatriation cooperative movements.

Keywords : North Korean Repatriation Project, Conceptual Approach, The General Association of Korean Residents in

Japan (Chongryon), Japanese Pro-North Korean Group
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