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Social Function of Neighborhood Councils in the U.S

Soichiro MAEYAMA

Neighborhood Councils have been treated just from view point of CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT or DEMOCRATIC WAY for
long years. This research tried to access the actual situation/ phase of Neighborhood Councils from the view point of
"Urban Service Delivery System"(V.Ostrom). Analyss on Neighborhood Councils’ programs in 4 cities, was condacted,
namely, Birmingham (Alabama), Portland (Oregon), Seattle (Washington), Tacoma (Washington), in term of urban
service delirery sistem (V.Ostrom). As the result, we realized the followings: US Neighborhood Councils by themselves do
not provide urban services, thought Japanese Machizukuri Kyogikais broadly provide human services/ social services
(watching over isolated elders, over commuting of elementary school children, programs for evacuation-weak persons).
While the service provison is limited as such, we also realized Neighborhood Councils have an aspect that encourage

small residents' groups to commit physical improvement (side walk, park etc. Some devices such as Innovative Grant).

Keywords : Neighborhood Council, Machizukuri Kyogikai, Urban Service, Tacoma, Innovative Grant
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