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Problematique arising from the Controversy on “Subject in History”
- Toward empirical studies on political culture of a public sphere -

Ken'ichi YAMAGUCHI

Abstruct
This paper discusses creation of a public sphere that consists of people who have awareness on war responsibility to
Japan, focusing on the controversy on “Subject in History (Rekishi syutai)” in 1990s. It suggests a theoretical framework
and conditions that may assist in this creation.

The controversy developed in a Japanese society that consisted of people born after World War II and held the
private-life principle. There was a main difference of opinion for the public sphere; one emphasized attribution of war
responsibility to the Japanese community continued before and after the war, the other emphasized solidarity with the
broader Asian communities dividing the Japanese community before and after the war. However, the controversy does
not present their concrete conditions. Thus, we considered some cases in contemporary Japanese society and found two
issues: awareness on war responsibility by Japanese and recognition by other Asians.

These highlight the difficulty of “coordination and articulation between demos and ethnos”. Demos and ethnos are
often considered to be dichotomous; however, in this paper they are seen as two aspects of one phenomenon of human

activity.
Keywords : controversy on “Subject in History”, public sphere, demos, ethnos
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