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Present Wildfire Occurrence and Situation in southern Africa
— in case of Malawi -

Masami FUKUDA

Miombo dry woodland distributes in southern Africa, and wildfire frequently occurs in Miombo woodland. Annual
loss of forest by wildfire in Miombo is about 1%. Major causes of wildfire are intensive agriculture, collecting fuels
in the forest and hunting activity. Present author conducted a preliminary survey in Miombo woodland of Malawi. As
the tobacco industry which is major source of national revenue demands wider cultivating fields, deforestation rate
in Miombo woodland tends to increase causing severe wildfire. Governmental force for prevention of wildfire is not
strong enough. There exists serious concern to the environment impacted by wildfire in Malawi. The establishment

of social system for wildfire prevention is the urgent task of the government.

Keywords : Wildfire, Hotspot, Crown Fire, Miombo Woodland, Population Increase ,Inter Tropical Convergence

Zone, Slash and Burn Agriculture, Social System,Fire Danger Rating Index, MODIS Satellite
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