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Urban Studies and its making process in US and European Countries

Soichiro MAEYAMA , Ph.D

This article aims at clarifying how Urban studies as the inherent arena has acquired its main objects for research as
well as policymaking. As the result of our examination, we have two findings. 1)As its main arena issue Urban Studies
has committed the study, research on Growth Management, that was firstly invented and implemented by the State of
Oregon (Urban Growth Boundary : UGB) . And the number of class subjects that treat Growth management increased
in Urban Studies courses in universities in US in 1980s. 2) The issue of “restructuring of cities” was set upby Los
Angeles School of Urban Studies (E.Soja, M.Davis et.al) in terms of cultural turn and especially post fordist-turn. The
theme is combined with multi factors such as post-fordist, deindustrialization of firms, polycentric city region, new
inequalities in new unban restructuring, governing way of fragmented metropolis etc. Urban Studis adopted that issue

as the other main arena issue for discussion for research and policymaking in 1990s.

Keywords : Urban Studies, Los Angeles School of Urban Studies, Edward Soja,

Growth Management, Cultural Turn
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